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John Henry Appleyard

PENSACOLA - John Henry Appleyard, age 97, died
peacefully on Tuesday, October 20, 2020.

Born November 14, 1922, to Leslie and Emma
Appleyard, John grew up in Chicago, IL, where he
developed a lifelong passion for the Chicago Cubs.
He relished telling stories of his family’s peony
farm known as The Grove, north of Chicago and
his adventures as a young boy going to the Chicago
World's Fair. Today the Grove is 145 acres of eco-
logically diverse prairie grove land preserved and
maintained by the Glenview Park District,

John attended Northwestern University, Oxford
University and graduated from the University of Delaware. He served in
combat in World War I in Germany. John married Eleanor Kriebel July
13, 1945, and began their married life in Beaver Falls, PA. They moved 1o
Pensacola, FL, with Armstrong Cork Company in 1950. In 1959 John and
Eleanor founded the Appleyard Agency and he began a stint as the executive
director of the Florida’s Quadricentennial. This assignment led to his lifelong
fascination with the history of Pensacola. The Agency served a broad variety
of dients in commerce, healthcare, utilities and government, including the
Haospital Research and Development Institute, a thinktank of leading not
for profit hospital CEQs across the country. He led HRIM for 25 years.

John became renowned for his work in Florida history and in furthering
patriotic causes, earning more than 100 Freedom Foundation awards and
serving on the committee which created Pensacola’s WWII and Korean
Memaorials.

John was author of more than 120 books and monographs onlocal history
including mystery stories, family histories, and novels. His histories included
in-depth accounts of all phases of local government. He also authored nu-
merous radio and television historic programs, including a 30-part history
series for Cox Cable and the Escambia County school system, many instruc-
tional films and plays. He wrote a weekly cu?umn on Pensacola history for
the Pensacola Mews Journal.

A longtime baseball fan, at age 95 he received a 5-year contract to do color
commentary for the Pensacola’s Blue Wahoos, an assignment he treasured.

[n public service he was board chairman of First Union/Wachovia Bank,
West Florida Hospital, and was aboard member of United Way, United Way
foundation, Junior Achievement, Pensacola Museum of Art, PIC Foundation,
Pensacola Symphony Orchestra, and Honor flights serving WWII veterans,

He was a frequent lecturer for local organizations, the Heritage Foundation,
PJC and UWE In 1991 he led the family in creating a family foundation.

He was a five decades” member of Downtown Rotary Club, that club's
president and a Paul Harris Fellow. He created the Rotary Rooters and loved
playing his harmonica and harmonizing with them.

A longtime member of First Presbyterian Church, he served as an elder
and teacher,

He received numerous citations from professional, health, education,
and civic organizations for past service. In 2016 he received an honorary
doctorate from the University of West Florida and the UWF Historic Trust
created the Appleyard Storytelling Cottage in the historic district.

John was devoted to his wife Eleanor, visiting her daily during her years
at the Haven and mourning her death in July.

John is survived by two children, Diane Paige Appleyard and Richard
Leslie “Dick” Appleyard (Carolyn); three grandchildren, Kate Appleyard
VanMeter (Nate), Leslie Appleyard Ryan (Kevin), and Richard Ray {Rick)
Appleyard (Mallory); great-grandchildren, Eleanor Palmer Caldwell, Harry
Miller Caldwell IV, Jordy Wyatt VanMeter, Palmer Leigh Ryan, Meredith
Ryan, and Anna Ryan.

The family offers special thanks to caregiver and friend Lisa Wilson, his
Saturday morning coffee gang, special visitors Eddic Pitman and Bill Spain,
and Covenant Care.

A family graveside service will be held at 5t. John's Cemetery. A celebra-
tion of John's life will be held on the concourse at the Wahoo stadium on
Monday, October 26, 2020 at 4 p.m.

In liew of flowers, memorials may be made to First Preshyterian Church,

33 East Gregory St., Pensacola, FL 32502 or UWF Historic Trust, 120 Church
St., Pensacola, FL 32502,
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